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This pain�ng is done by Bradford’s own David Hockney, who created it on his iPad 

especially for these dodgy days.  

He says, ‘Remember they can’t cancel Spring’.  

The challenge is to recreate the picture in whatever style and medium you like. 

Just make a reminder for yourself that a'er the daffodils comes Easter, and with 

Easter comes a risen Jesus and the promise of a new life!  

See the middle pages for Zephaniah Associate Ka�e Jones’ contribu�on!  

Virtual Zeph 

Did you know you’re welcome to join our 

team for prayers every weekday  

morning?  

Get yourselves to facebook’s Zephaniah 

Trust page for Zeph@10 and help us to 

help you connect with God at a �me 

when physical distance is hemming us in. 

We have music, scripture readings, 

thoughts from the Zephaniah team and a 

space to pray. 

On www.zephaniah.org/blog you can 

find all the back numbers... 

 

When there’s a Na�onal or world wide event like the ligh�ng a candle in your  

window or a global Lord’s Prayer we’re linking into those too because we know the 

importance of belonging to something bigger than our own living room. 

Following St Anthony’s RC Primary twee�ng of John leading the school in, “My God 

shall supply all my needs,”  Ishmael (writer of the song has posted himself doing 

the song. You can see it on our facebook page: Zephaniah Trust! 



Zephpeeps  - Open the Book 

A'er over 12 years of dedicated service 

Bob and Ann Willey and the rest of the 

Saltaire Open the Book team are taking 

the opportunity to re�re, as Saltaire  

Primary re-organise their weekly faith 

assemblies. We want to thank them for 

all their hard work over that �me, and 

thank God for all the joy that they 

brought the children. 
 

Due to a sudden change in the school 

assembly �me, the Shipley team is  

currently furloughed, due to lack of 

available team members. A 

team needs at least 3  

members and preferable 4 or 

5 to func�on effec�vely, and 

at the moment Caroline 

Pathak is the only person able 

to do the new �me. We’ve 

managed to gather a scratch 

group on a couple of occasions 

this term to keep it on the  

children’s radar, but we need 

to rebuild a more permanent 

team. 

This being the case, new storytellers are 

needed! Over the next few months we 

will be ac�vely recrui�ng new team 

members, for both the Shipley CE  

Primary team, and to create a new 

Saltaire team. If you think you might 

have a couple of hours, no more than 

once a fortnight, to rehearse and deliver 

an Open the Book assembly, we’d love 

to hear from you. Full training will be 

given, and there is no planning needed 

by the team. The project is wonderfully 

proscribed. It’s simply a case of  

following the script given by Open the 

Book Na�onal, and bringing the Bible 

stories to life with the costumes and 

props that the wonderful people who 

have been involved in the Shipley  

project in the past, have put together. 
 

If you think you might be interested, 

drop us an email, with any ques�ons 

you might have. 

Long-term Zephfriend Stuart Stobart had 

just about introduced John to the village 

school at Long Preston when he  

announced he was leaving - to go to be 

Priest-in-charge at Halifax Holy Trinity 

and St Jude’s. John’s hoping to con�nue 

the new rela�onship with Long  

Preston - not least because his new 

friend Zephaniah (below) goes to that 

school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other part of Stuart’s present parish 

is Hellifield, now home to former trustee 

Colin Blake. We thank Colin for his years 

of Trustee-ing and support, especially for 

his encouragement and crea�ve ways of 

finding work at St Cuthbert’s for the 

Zephaniah team and we wish him and 

Katy a happy and holy re�rement.  

Sharon Bavington has also stepped 

down as a trustee to focus on her  

studies. Grateful thanks and good wishes 

go to her too.  

We welcome Mark Allison, ex-teacher, 

parent of a once Zeph work-exer and so 

much more, as our new Trustee. One 

mee�ng and into lockdown - great  

�ming, Mark… 

Mark works now for TLG (reg charity 

1074114 started in Bradford). They have 

launched an appeal to support children 

and families in severe difficul�es at this 

�me. You might look ‘em up at tlg.org.uk 

Zephpeeps   



The Coronavirus has meant that we’ve 

had to accept lots of cancella�ons and 

cancel, or postpone, lots of events  

ourselves.  
 

It set us to thinking, remembering some 

of the great excuses for no shows… 
 

Snow has featured more than once in 

schools failing to get to us for Re:wind to 

Christmas, and on one occasion Re:wind 

to Easter, and strong winds once kept a 

class in school. It would have been  

awkward if a small child had been blown 

away… 
 

John has been stood up for double-

booked assemblies or lessons by: 

An exam 

The Bradford Bulls mascot 

(more than once) 

A Bishop’s visitor 

A class being in Whitby on a residen�al 
 

And once, when we were wai�ng for one 

class to show and rang to see where they 

were, we were told that the SATs had 

started outside their classroom so they 

were in lockdown! 
 

Now, in common with everyone else, 

we're having to look at what we do and  

decide what to carry on with and what to 

stop for now. 
 

In line with government guidance, we've 

decided to stop running Cake Club and 

Rock Solid for now. You can absolutely 

s�ll eat cake, play games and make art 

from 3.00-4.30pm on a Wednesday, or 

on Tuesday evenings if you’re in Wilsden 

- and probably should for your mental  

wellbeing! - just sadly not with us. Keep 

in touch and let us know what you get up 

to instead. 
 

The thing we love best about Rock Solid 

and Cake Club is the sense of  

community, the chance to talk, share, 

support one another and have fun  

together. These are values that we need 

now more than ever - keep living them, 

peeps!  
 

And if you’re missing us, look us up on 

facebook or www.zephaniah.org and see 

what we’ve got there to make you smile. 

Like a John Froud colouring sheet ?   
 

Re:wind to Easter won’t be happening 

either... 

Cancella:ons         

Here at Zeph, we are big believers in 

everybody worshipping together - 

and we are big believers that all-age 

worship is not only desirable and 

possible, but can be an  

Extraordinary, Counter-Cultural, 

World-Changing, Holy Act. 
 

We also acknowledge that, while 

many people feel enthusias�c about 

all-age worship, geNng it right in a way that truly enables everyone to worship  

together can be hard.  
 

That’s why we launched ZephFamily as part of our birthday celebra�ons at the end 

of February, a new ini�a�ve to build an all-age worshipping community. It’s a space 

to experiment, try things out, be crea�ve, find and model best prac�ce, and  

worship God together. Then we're encouraging those who come to take back what 

they’ve learned to their own churches and put it into prac�ce. Oh - and there's 

cake! 
 

We don't want to take families away from their exis�ng church commitments, so 

ZephFamily events will take place several �mes a year in a supplementary �meslot 

to most regular church services. We believe that everyone has something to  

contribute to worship, so ZephFamily gatherings are open and inclusive of all.  
 

There will be a sensory corner accessible throughout the event and a breakout 

room should anyone need it. And it’s not just for those with children - anyone, of 

any age, is welcome. 
 

This is all-age worship, but not as you know it.  
 

Come and join us - bring your calm and your chaos; your s�llness and your energy; 

your quiet and your shou�ng; your celebra�on and your struggle; your strengths 

and your flaws; your whole wonderful complicated selves, just as God made you - 

and let’s hear God sing, together.  
 

ZephFamily is, of course, currently on hold - but it is ready and raring to go as soon 

as we can! Watch this space! 

 

New but on hold... 



It’s a Ka:e ! 

 

No words... 



Yvonne’s Spen Valley bulle:n 

Back in September, I had a number of 

people asking me how the new job was 

going.  That was actually a tricky  

ques�on to answer because my new job 

was my old job!  I’m doing exactly the 

same as I’ve been doing for the last 15 

years in exactly the same places; it’s  

really just where the money comes from 

to enable it to happen that’s changed!   

Having spent so long developing  

rela�onships with the schools  

throughout the Spen Valley, with the 

staff and the pupils, it’s fantas�c to be 

able to s�ll be developing those  

rela�onships….and crea�ng new ones. 
 

Since being back in ‘my’ schools, I’ve 

loved being able to once again be telling 

God’s story to hundreds of children 

(assemblies / collec�ve worship,  

depending on which school I’m in); I was 

delivering RE lessons, teaching children 

about the importance of forgiveness 

(amongst other things) and running 

Prayer Spaces.  One school (not a church 

school), has asked me to go in three 

�mes over the course of this year to run 

three different prayer spaces.  Each 

prayer space is to run for two days but is 

for just one class at a �me, to enable the 

children to spend more �me in the 

space.  This request blew my mind! This 

school, although not a church school, 

sees the need for children to be able to 

step back from everyday life and take 

some �me out to be calm, to be quiet, to 

reflect and maybe even to pray.  I love 

that, thanks to the amazing people who 

support Zephaniah, I am s�ll able to do 

this! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And talking of the amazing people who 

support Zephaniah, it was great to be 

invited to Heckmondwike Salva:on 

Army’s Community Carol Service in  

December, as they wanted to support 

the work of Zephaniah through their  

Christmas appeal at the service.  It was a 

fab service (I par�cularly enjoyed Mary 

munching her way through a bag of 

crisps on her way to Bethlehem!), and 

the opportunity for Jenny and I to share 

about what we do in the schools in that 

area was great.  The hot chocolate, 

mince pies and carols around the  

campfire (oil drum) at the end of the 

service was an added bonus!   
 

We were looking forward to having our 

Rewind to Easter event there but alas…… 

Also looking forward to holding the Bible 

Times Exhibi�on there but that’s looking 

like another thing that will have to be 

postponed for the �me being.  However, 

setbacks aside, it’s great to have their 

support. 

Refugee Communi�es in Bradford 

should be proud of the amount of  

invaluable support that groups and  

organisa�ons offer for refugees and  

asylum seekers. It is hugely needed by  

members of our community who have 

very li�le, and have suffered much. It is a 

light in the darkness and a turning point 

of hope for many people.  

 

Unfortunately, the current situa�on 

means that groups can’t operate as  

usual, which is extremely difficult for the 

many people who rely on these services. 

That does not mean people have given 

up. For example, Biasan - a weekly  

refugee community group - has found 

ways to con�nue some of our key  

support… 

 

Various classes have been held over the 

“Zoom” app – from English lessons to 

gym sessions, and even a cookery class! 

A system has been developed to drop off 

weekly food bags to the most vulnerable, 

with volunteers with cars and protec�ve 

gloves puNng them on doorsteps. Those 

involved with other support have gone 

out of their way to make it available 

when it is needed – urgent legal advice 

has been given over the phone, clothes 

and pans have been remotely delivered. 

Perhaps the bread and bu�er to all of 

this though, is the determina�on to stay 

connected with each other and con�nue 

the Biasan community. There are now 

men’s and women’s WhatsApp groups to 

keep in touch, support each other and 

ask for help when it’s needed. Those 

with different languages help to  

translate, so that everyone can be  

included. There has been discussion to 

make sure that those most in need  

receive regular phone calls to see how 

they’re doing and if they need any help. 

People share informa�on to make  

people aware and keep safe. People also 

share wisdom, encouragement, jokes 

and gra�tude. 

 

The ac�ons of Biasan, and other groups 

alongside them, demonstrates the  

importance of reaching out and checking 

on people who might be lonely, scared or 

desperate, and doing what we can. 

Some�mes there might be prac�cal 

needs, and it’s important to link people 

up with support services available, or 

have friends and neighbours help out 

where possible. Some�mes however, 

simply the reaching out itself is what 

people needed, to know someone cares 

and to know they’re not alone.  

 

Love goes such a long way.  

Julia’s update on refugee support  



The Good News isn’t just for children... 

Here’s me singing to Caroline Pathak’s 

Thursday morning “Memory Lane” 

group at Peaselands in Shipley this term. 

No “ac�on songs” as in school  

assemblies but a selec�on of songs, my 

own or standards that carry a message. 

On this occasion I sang, amongst others,  

Make you feel my love, a Bob Dylan 

composi�on made famous by Adele, and 

Be there, from my album of the same 

name.  
 

Hilda Jenkinson at St John’s, Great  

Horton, here in Bradford, likes to tell 

people that she was married by my dad 

(at Queensbury Bap�st Church in 1964). 

Hilda also likes to book me to sing and 

chat with their Tuesday night mee�ng. 

Words this �me were kept to a  

minimum, as we sang a conversa�on 

between us and God. We sang songs/

hymns together from a songsheet,  

addressing our worship to God; songs 

which were answered by me singing to 

them (us?) God’s message. 

 

Another regular appointment is with 

Westcliffe Chapel where Mark Drake’s 

mum Chris:ne is my contact, but I look 

on them all as friends. Most of them are 

grounded and this term’s Tuesday  

a'ernoon will not happening. Neither 

will their trip to Zephaniah’s Bible Times 

Exhibi�on in May. 

 

Please pray for those who can’t get out 

to spend �me with friends and receive 

the upli' of �me spent worshipping  

together.  

 

The diary is now short of concerts as  

cancelled at Allerton, Birstall, Bishop 

Auckland, and Keighley and we may lose 

Pudsey yet as well. “Postponed” may 

well be a be�er word as we would  

expect most of these to be rearranged 

when all is clear. September has,  

possibly, gigs in Barnsley, Clare, and 

Chelmsley Wood to go. Who knows? 

These appear in the part of  my working 

�me and income that is classed as, 

“self-employed.” 

The current Zephaniah team (above)  

entertained our audience with a Graham 

Norton-style chat show. Cath sang a few 

appropriate numbers, such as, “His eye 

is on the sparrow,” and the audience 

sang a rousing version (with ac�ons) of 

the Zephaniah classic, “Don’t you 

know?” (below) 

The team shared memories, some  

amusing, some moving, of incidents 

through the years, assisted by former 

team-mate, Mark Drake on the subject 

of the cake that was cut in the office 

with a pair of scissors, there being no 

knife. Jenny was not amused at the �me 

and didn’t appear to be any more 

amused on the night! 
 

There was much discussion about how 

embarrassing it is to mistaken as John’s 

wife (Sheena was not available for  

comment), which has happened to all 

but Julia, but especially embarrassing for 

Yvonne who found in Malvern that she 

was expected to share a room with John. 
 

Julie has been with us longer than the 

others and remembers the difficul�es of 

having the office at 2a Norwood Rd in 

John and Sheena’s back room where the 

cat was disgus�ng and the chocolate  

biscuits out of reach. 
 

Jenny shared how, more than once 

when we looked to be in trouble  

financially, a cheque (in one case,  

par�cularly, a par�cularly large cheque) 

appeared. We o'en sing in schools  an 

Ishmael classic, “My God Shall Supply All 

My Needs”  (see back page) and we  

tes�fy that it is true! 

Birthday bash #26 

And there was cake ! 


